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While it is the intent of The Ventana to 
print articles that reflect the position of 
the Ventana Chapter, ideas expressed 

in The Ventana are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the position of the Sierra 
Club. Articles, graphics, and photographs are 
copyrighted by the authors and artists and may 
be reprinted only with their permission.
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2010
Ventana Publication Schedule

Issue Deadline Mailing Date
#2 Apr. 5 Apr. 21
#3 Jun. 7 Jun. 23
#4 Aug. 2 Aug. 18
#5 Sept. 20 Oct. 6
#6 Nov. 29 Dec. 15

Articles received after deadline  
may not be published.

C h a p t e r  C h a i r
F r o m  t h e  e d i t o rGet involved with 

Chapter issues

This year the Chapter will focus on 
parks, wilderness, and coastal issues, 
and we hope you will help us spread 

the word. Currently we are asking members 
to volunteer to circulate initiative petitions 
to collect signatures of registered voters to 
ensure that the State Parks will have per-
manent, stable, long-term funding. The 
campaign kicked off in January and will last 
until April 17. We are urging you to help 
gather enough signatures to get the measure 
on the ballot for next November. If you are 
unable to circulate a petition, be sure you 
sign one. For more information contact 
Mary Gale, 626-3565 (Monterey County) 
or Patricia Matejcek, patachek@juno.com 
(Santa Cruz County).

Ten years have passed since the last big 
assembly of grassroots wilderness advocates 
met in California. April 8-11 the Ventana 
Chapter will be a sponsor for the Western 
Wilderness Conference at UC Berkeley. 
The focus of the conference is on wildlands 
preservation in today’s historic time of cli-
mate change. There will be a program of 
over 40 speakers, workshops, hikes, films 
and other activities. Consider attending this 
gathering to learn more about how you can 
help preserve these lands and wildlife, make 
new friends, and effect political change. See 
page 6 for more information.

Later this year, the Chapter is planning to 
have a celebration of the 50th anniversary of 
one of the most remote places on earth —
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge—recent-
ly the scene of some of the most hard-won 
battles for the environment and a symbol of 
America's will to protect special places from 
commercial exploitation. We will have pre-
sentations, slides, and film clips of the Arc-
tic's rolling tundra, deep lakes, sparkling 
coastal waters, and wildlife. Home to over 
200 species of visiting and nesting birds, 
caribou, muskoxen, wolverines, grizzly and 
polar bears, this fragile area remains under 
threat of oil drilling and climate change. 
If you are interested in helping with this 
program, please contact the chapter at  
chapter@ventana.sierraclub.org.

—Rita Dalessio

What would you do?

Here’s a choice for you. What if 
you could reduce motor vehicle 
traffic and resultant greenhouse 

gas emissions, but in the process seriously 
harm an endangered species? Would you 
do it? Could you still call yourself an envi-
ronmentalist if you did?

You may have guessed that I am talking 
about the proposed paved bikeway through 
Arana Gulch. You may also be aware that, 
in this case, we don’t have to choose be-
tween saving an endangered plant and hav-
ing a better bicycle connection. There are 
other options.

One option that would have added a 
mere 1½ minutes to a bike trip was through 
Frederick Street Park. This option would 

completely avoid sensitive habitat. Would 
you spend an extra 90 seconds to save an 
endangered species?

Another option, widening the bike lanes 
on the Murray Street Bridge, is scheduled 
to be constructed next year.

The best option would be to put the 
bikeway on the railroad right of way. The 
County of Santa Cruz is in the process of 
buying the railroad right of way with the 
intention of building a bicycle-pedestrian 
trail the entire length of the county. The fu-
ture rail trail is only one quarter mile south 
of the proposed route.
What are the facts?

• The proposed bikeway would go 
right through the middle of rare coastal 
prairie habitat and habitat for the endan-
gered Santa Cruz Tarplant.

• The EIR for the bicycle project stated 
that the proposed bikeway would cause 
“significant and unavoidable impact” to the 
endangered Santa Cruz Tarplant.

• Building on ESHA (Environmentally 
Sensitive Habitat Area) must be resource 
dependent, not for transportation purpos-
es. (That’s why the City calls it an “interpre-
tive trail.”)

• The City has stated that the path will 
provide access for disabled persons. No one 
is saying that there should not be accessible 
paths on Arana Gulch. To the contrary, 
such access can be accommodated onsite 
without destroying an endangered species. 
It is the bike path’s alignment that is the 
problem, not access for people with dis-
abilities.

• The California Native Plant Society 
opposes this destruction of habitat which 
is home to the endangered Santa Cruz Tar-
plant.

• The Center for Biological Diversity 
opposes this destruction of habitat which 
is home to the endangered Santa Cruz Tar-
plant.

• The Sierra Club opposes this destruc-
tion of habitat which is home to the endan-
gered Santa Cruz Tarplant.

• There are nearby non-destructive al-
ternatives.

• The City is linking management of 
this fragile habitat to approval of the de-
structive bikeway. In fact the City must 
manage this critical habitat whether or not 
the bikeway is built.

Some have suggested the proposed bike-
way would destroy only 2% of the habitat 
in Arana Gulch. Doesn’t sound like much. 

Well, if Arana Gulch were a person and 
that 2% were the heart, it would be fatal. 
Bisecting habitat is about the worst thing 
one can do and could indeed prove fatal to 
the tarplant. In the past the Department of 
Fish & Game and expert biologists have all 
said that bisecting the habitat with the path 
would be destructive.

While the revised bicycle project is im-
proved from what was first proposed by 
eliminating lighting at night and eliminat-
ing access to motorized vehicles, the fact 
remains that it will damage ESHA for a 
non-coastal-dependent use (transporta-
tion). With better alternatives available, it 
is senseless harm of an endangered species.

It is easy for someone in Santa Cruz to 
fight to save a rainforest in Brazil or Thai-
land. Do we have the courage to fight to 
save an endangered species in our own back 
yard?

Write the Coastal Commission and ask 
that they approve the Arana Gulch Master 
Plan without the paved Broadway-Brom-
mer bike trail. Explain that the bikeway can 
be located on the already degraded railroad 
right of way instead of on ESHA (Environ-
mentally Sensitive Habitat Area).

Address your letters to Dan Carl, District 
Director, California Coastal Commission, 
725 Front Street, Suite 300, Santa Cruz, 
CA 95060. You do not have to be a Santa 
Cruz resident to write. Do it today. The 
Coastal Commission meeting will most 
likely be in Santa Cruz, March 10-12. 

Come to the meeting if you are able and 
speak up for the Santa Cruz Tarplant. Call 
the Coastal Commission 427-4863 in early 
March to see the exact date, time, and loca-
tion for the Arana Gulch hearing.

—Debbie Bulger

It is easy for someone in Santa Cruz to fight to save a 
rainforest in Brazil or Thailand. Do we have the courage to 
fight to save an endangered species in our own back yard?

The Ventana has a new office

The Ventana has moved from its of-
fice in the Art Center in downtown 
Santa Cruz to a new office at 511 

River Street, Santa Cruz. Previously, the Si-
erra Club was sharing office space with the 
Open Space Alliance (OSA), another envi-
ronmental group. When OSA dissolved last 
fall, the Club could no longer afford the rent.

The Santa Cruz Group decided it no 
longer needed an office space, and so the 
Chapter found space to rent for Ventana 
production.

Thanks to everyone involved in finding 
the new office space, especially Paul Elerick, 
Mark Sullivan, and Debbie Bulger.
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 President Barack Obama
Th e White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Comment Line: 202-456-1111

 Vice President Joe Biden
202-456-1414

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-445-2841
FAX: 916-445-4633
http://gov.ca.gov

Senator Dianne Feinstein
331 Hart Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3841; 415-393-0707
1 Post Street, Suite 2450
San Francisco, CA 94104
go to website to email

Senator Barbara Boxer
112 Hart Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3553; 415-403-0100 (voice)
1700 Montgomery Street
San Francisco, CA 94111
go to website to email

U. S. Representative Sam Farr
100 W. Alisal Street, Salinas, CA 93901
831-429-1976 (Santa Cruz)
831-424-2229 (Salinas)
202-225-6791 (FAX, Washington, DC)
samfarr@mail.house.gov

U.S. Representative Anna Eshoo
698 Emerson Street
Palo Alto, CA 94301
408-245-2339; FAX: 650-323-3498
go to website to email

State Senator Abel Maldonado
100 Paseo De San Antonia, Suite 206
San Jose, CA 95113
408-277-9461
senator.maldonado@sen.ca.gov

State Senator Joe Simitian
State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814
916-445-6747; FAX: 916-323-4529
Senator.Simitian@sen.ca.gov

State Senator Jeff  Denham
369 Main Street, #208
Salinas, CA 93901
831-769-8040
Senator.Denham@sen.ca.gov

Assembly Rep. Anna Caballero
State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 94249-0028
916-319-2028; FAX: 916-319-2128
100 West Alisal St., Suite 134
Salinas, CA 93901
Phone: 831-759-8676; FAX: 831-759-2961
assemblymember.Caballero@assembly.ca.gov

Assembly Representative Bill Monning
701 Ocean Street, Room 318-B
Santa Cruz, CA 95060; 831-425-1503
99 Pacifi c Street, Suite 555D
Monterey, CA 93940
831-649-2832; FAX: 831-649-2935
assemblymember.Monning@assembly.ca.gov

C o N t a C t  y o u r  r e p r e s e N t a t i V e s

l e t t e r s
Th eVentana welcomes letters

Send to:
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Th e Ventana, 1603 King Street,

Santa Cruz, CA 95060
email: dfbulger@cruzio.com

Please include a phone number 
with your letter. Anonymous letters are not 
accepted. Letters may be edited for length.
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Vegetarians protect the planet
Years ago, I moved here from Uruguay, 

where most people eat red meat three times 
a day. It’s tradition. Th ere, most people 
can’t conceive of cooking without beef.

In the 1980s, being a vegetarian in Uru-
guay was an aberration. It was unheard of. 
My family and friends thought I was going 
to die because I didn’t share their dietary 
choices. I’m still alive and happy that I met 
a traveler who pointed out that beef is grain 
modifi ed by the cow’s digestive system into 
the meat my people consume in enormous 
quantities.

Why not eat the grain itself? For the fl a-
vor? For the tradition? Not only do vegetar-
ians help abate world hunger and decrease 
the rampant destruction of precious rain 
forest for cattle grazing, vegetarians also 
have an important role in denouncing and 
stopping animal cruelty. Until recently I 
would eat eggs. Th en I learned that even or-
ganic egg farms grind up male chicks after 
debeaking them alive! Becoming a vegetar-
ian or—even better—a vegan helps to pro-
tect the land, the air, the animals, and the 
planet. Not to mention your own health!

—Brenda Barcelo
Santa Cruz

In a unanimous 8–0 vote at its Decem-
ber meeting, the California Coastal 
Commission denied the massive resort 

proposed for rare coastal dune habitat in 
Sand City. Th e developer, Security National 
Guarantee, had proposed a 360,000 square 
foot mixed-use 341-unit complex including 
161 hotel rooms, 180 condominiums, con-
ference center, spa, three swimming pools, 
a restaurant, and surface and underground 
parking for 841 vehicles on 39 acres.

Commission staff  recommended deny-
ing the project in a 138-page report stating 
the project was “inconsistent with the wa-
ter supply, hazards, visual resource, natural 
resource, traffi  c, and public recreational ac-
cess provisions of Sand City’s certifi ed Lo-
cal Coastal Plan, as well as the Coastal Act’s 
public access and recreation provisions.”

Th e development plan would have re-
quired 693,000 cubic yards of grading 
and the removal of 417,000 cubic yards of 
sand. Negative impacts included disrup-
tion of habitat for western snowy plover, 
Smith’s blue butterfl y, and sensitive native 
dune plants such as the protected Monterey 
spinefl ower.

Ventana Chapter members traveled to 
San Francisco to attend the Coastal Com-
mission hearing and to speak against devel-
opment in fragile habitat. Club member Ed 

Coastal Commission denies dunes project

Th ornton, a coastal engineering scientist, 
pointed out that the setback for the resort 
building was based on erroneous assump-
tions of the coast erosion rate. Th e error 
would have placed the proposed building 
in a hazard zone based on historical erosion 
rates. In addition, erosion is expected to in-
crease due to sea level rise.

Th ornton cited erosion rates presented 
in the Regional Sediment Management 
Plan for southern Monterey Bay released in 
2008 that range from 2.7 feet/year for the 
period 1984-2004 to 3.9- 6.4 feet/year for 
the period 1970-2002. Th ese data suggest 

that the value of 2.4 feet/year adopted by 
the developer for the proposed project un-
derestimated the erosion rate and, hence, 
the setback.

Th e Chapter noted that the proposed 
development plan used a 50-year econom-
ic life as required by the Sand City Local 
Coastal Plan, but should more properly 
have used a 100-year economic life for the 
project. Th e Club believes that using a 50-
year economic life is outdated and unreal-
istic both in terms of the economics of the 
project and the actual planning for such a 
project.

Sierra Club lawyer, Larry Silver, spoke on 
the lack of water available for the project. 
Th e proposed resort was denied a water 
distribution permit by the Monterey Pen-
insula Water Management Board last April. 
Since that time the State Water Resources 
Control Board has issued an order requir-
ing signifi cant reduction of unlawful diver-
sions of the Carmel River as fi rst ordered 
in 1995.

Th ank you to all who wrote letters or 
spoke at the hearing requesting denial of 
the project including the Santa Cruz Coun-
ty Group, Surfrider, LandWatch, ORCA, 
Monterey Dunes Coalition, Coastkeeper, 
California Native Plant Society Monterey 
Bay, and many others.

Th e developer, Security National Guar-
antee, has fi led a lawsuit against the Coastal 
Commission regarding the denial.

Hard work by Sierra Club and others saved these dunes in Sand City from being developed—for now.    

World meat 
production is 

steadily rising. 
Livestock are 

responsible for 18% 
of greenhouse gas 

emissions.
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New Club director
Michael Brune has been named execu-

tive director of the Sierra Club, succeeding 
Carl Pope who will now serve as execu-
tive chairman. Brune, 38, is the author of 
Coming Clean—Breaking 
America’s Addiction to Oil 
and Coal, published by Si-
erra Club Books in 2008. 
Brune holds degrees in 
Economics and Finance 
from West Chester Uni-
versity in Pennsylvania, and comes to the 
Sierra Club from the Rainforest Action 
Network, where in his seven years as ex-
ecutive director he earned a reputation for 
using bold but respectful confrontation to 
encourage corporate responsibility. At age 
26, he led a historic consumer-education 
campaign that ultimately persuaded Home 
Depot to stop selling wood from endan-
gered forests. Brune will be the Club’s sixth 
executive director. He assumes his duties in 
mid March.

Stop clearcutting
The Center for Biological Diversity has 

filed lawsuits against the California De-
partment of Forestry in seven California 
counties to halt clear cutting projects. 
“Clearcutting is an abysmal practice that 
should have been banned long ago due to 
its impacts on wildlife and water quality,” 
said Brian Nowicki, CBD’s California cli-
mate policy director. “Now, in an era when 
all land-management decisions need to be 
fully carbon-conscious, there is no excuse 
to continue to allow clear-cutting.”
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N e w s C l i p s
National Club election coming this spring

The annual election for the Sierra 
Club’s Board of Directors is now 
underway. Those eligible to vote 

in the national Club election will receive 
in the mail (or by Internet for those who 
chose the electronic delivery option) your 
national Sierra Club ballot. This will in-
clude information on the candidates and 
where you can find additional information 
on the Club’s website.

The Sierra Club is a democratically-struc-
tured organization at all levels. Your Board 
of Directors is required to stand for election 
by the membership. This Board sets Club 
policy and budgets at the national level and 
works closely with the Executive Director 
and staff to operate the Club. Voting for 
candidates who express your views on how 

the Club should grow and change is both a 
privilege and responsibility of membership.

Members frequently state that they 
don’t know the candidates and find it 
difficult to vote without learning more. 
You can learn more by asking ques-
tions of your group and chapter leader-

ship and other experienced members you 
know. Visit the Club’s election website: 
sierraclub.org/bod/2010election.

This site provides links to additional 
information about candidates, and their 
views on a variety of issues facing the Club 
and the environment.

You should use your own judgment by 
taking several minutes to read the ballot 

statement of each 
candidate. Then 
make your choice 
and cast your vote. 
Even if you receive 
your election materi-
als in the mail, please 
go to the user-friend-
ly Internet voting 

site to save time and postage. Alternatively, 
you will find the ballot is quite straightfor-
ward and easy to mark and mail.

A cap and trade plan proposed by the 
California Air Resources Board would al-
low carbon credits for clearcutting. The 
Center for Biological Diversity is demand-
ing the Board rescind the rules. The law-
suits may settle the issue of whether clear 
cutting increases global warming.

Salinas creeks
Our own Steve Zmak from Marina has 

five photographs in an exhibit titled, “The 
Creeks of Salinas: The Gabilan Watershed 
Experience” at the Steinbeck Center. The 
exhibition celebrates the ecology of Salinas, 
Prunedale, and Castroville by following the 
course of the water that lands on the Pacif-
ic side of the Gabilans and Fremont Peak. 
The exhibit runs until April 22.

Bee killer
Laurel Hopwood, Chair of the Sierra 

Club Genetic Engineering Action Team, 
reports that there is mounting evidence 
that chemical seed coatings are deadly to 
bees. The Club is urging the EPA to ban 
use of nicotinyl insecticides. France, Ger-
many, and Italy have already suspended 
use of these pesticides. In Italy, honey-
bee populations rebounded when the 
chemicals were suspended. For more in-
formation check out the documentary, 
Nicotine Bees. For more information see 
http://NicotineBees.com.

Game Warden Stamp
Since the Department of Fish & Game’s 

budget has been significantly reduced, ad-
vocates have suggested selling a “Game 
Warden Stamp” to raise funds to help war-
dens enforce the law. Statewide, 385 game 
wardens patrol and protect 159,000 square 
miles of California’s habitat. That’s 414 
square miles per warden! The decals cost 
$5. To purchase one go to www.dfg.ca.gov/
WardenStamp.

Please fill out and mail the change of 
address form on p.15 or email
address.changes@sierraclub.org

The post office charges us 70¢ each if 
they handle the address change.
Please help the Club by handling 

address changes in a timely fashion.
Thanks!

Moving?

55 River Street, Suite 100, Santa Cruz
831-460-1946; Fax: 831-426-0159

harrietb@sbcglobal.net

C onsult with someone who shares 
your values. For over 35 years  I 

have been helping clients protect and 
provide  for  their  families and resolve 
conflicts through creative solutions.

•

• Estate Planning
• Trusts / Wills
• Conservatorships
• Probate
• Adoptions
• Elder Law

Harriet Brown
Attorney at Law 

JD; LLM in Taxation

••••

Visit the Club’s election website:     
http://www.sierraclub.org/bod/2010election/default.aspx

World population is 
6.8 billion, the highest 

it has ever been.
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The Campaign for Sensible Trans-
portation, a Santa Cruz based 
coalition, fi led suit in October 

against Caltrans. Th e basis for the suit is 
the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) which prohibits breaking up a 
larger project into pieces without adequate 
environmental analysis.

Th e Sierra Club, while not a party to 
the suit, is a member of the coalition. Th e 
Club’s National Transportation Policy op-

Local organization sues Caltrans over
Highway 1 widening

poses widening highways and states that 
carpool lanes (HOV lanes) should come 
from converting existing highway lanes 
rather than from new construction.

Th e Santa Cruz County Regional Trans-
portation Commission has had widen-
ing of Highway 1 as its top priority for a 
number of years despite the resounding 
defeat of the Measure J sales tax in 2004 
which would have generated over $350 
million for the project. Th e Commission 

is currently in the process of producing an 
Environmental Impact Report for widen-
ing nine miles of Highway 1 to eight lanes 
between Morrissey and San Andreas Road 
including a carpool lane in each direction. 
Th is report has not yet been issued and to 
date has cost over $11 million.

Tired of waiting, the Regional Trans-
portation Commission has begun widen-
ing Highway 1 in increments. Th e fi rst of 
these projects, called the Merge Lanes Proj-
ect, added lanes between Highway 17 and 
Morrissey. It has been completed except for 
landscaping.

Th e second project continues the serial 
widening south and would add lanes be-
tween Morrissey and Soquel for a cost of 
$22 million. Caltrans issued a Negative 
Declaration for this segment, stating that 
the project would have no signifi cant en-
vironmental impact. Th e analysis claimed 
this segment had “independent utility” and 
did not have to wait for the full environ-
mental impact study for the larger project.

At this point, Th e Campaign for Sensible 
Transportation felt it had no recourse ex-
cept to sue. Th e lawsuit requests that the 
Soquel/Morrissey Project be folded into 
the larger HOV widening environmen-
tal study so a complete evaluation of the 

greenhouse gas emissions, visual and bio-
logical impacts, and full consideration of 
alternatives could be made.

A key component of the Soquel/Mor-
rissey Project involves the reconstruction 
and lengthening of the La Fonda Avenue 
Bridge across Highway 1 so as to accom-
modate the full eight lanes that are envi-
sioned in the HOV Lane Widening Proj-
ect. Th e accompanying photograph shows 
that bridge as it currently exists. If the So-
quel/Morrissey Project were built, all the 
trees and shrubs visible in the photo would 
be removed, to be replaced by walls of con-
crete.

To reduce traffi  c congestion, the Sierra 
Club advocates the most energy- and land- 
conserving and least polluting solutions in-
cluding better bicycle and rail connections 
and transportation demand management. 
Numerous studies have shown that widen-
ing roads does not work and relieves con-
gestion for only a short time. Other strate-
gies which have been shown to work, such 
as ramp metering and congestion pricing, 
are not part of the widening project.

Campaign members are working to 
raise community awareness and contribu-
tions for the lawsuit. To learn more visit
sensibletransportation.org.

Enhance energy and sound efficiencies
The more includes plumbing, electrical

and other remodel/addition work
Years of experience
Contractors license

Bruce Kishler

Doors, Windows, & More

831-476-8044 408-472-4478
Kishler@sbcglobal.net
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If the Soquel/Morrissey Project were built, all the trees and shrubs visible in the photo would be removed, to be 
replaced by walls of concrete.

Despite the fact that the Salinas 
River is already listed as “im-
paired” under the Federal Clean 

Water Act, the Central Coast Regional 
Water Quality Control Board renewed the 
permit for a Concentrated Animal Feeding 
Operation (CAFO) in Monterey County. 
Th e operation, Gallo Feed Lot, is located 
on Johnson Creek near the city of Gonza-
les. It has the capacity to hold 30,000 head 
of cattle.

Th e Ventana Chapter commented on 
the permit renewal and requested a 90-day 
extension so that the public would be bet-
ter informed and would have a chance to 
comment.

Th e excessive size and density of animals 
on CAFOs pose problems with air and wa-
ter pollution from manure and the overuse 
of antibiotics. At full capacity the 30,000 
cattle confi ned by the Gallo operation 
would produce as much waste as 600,000 
people, but unlike a large city, a CAFO is 
not required to treat this sewage.

Th e Water Board did not require a 
groundwater monitoring plan before is-
suing the permit. Instead, the discharger 
will develop such a plan in the future, a 
sequence which the Chapter believes is in-
appropriate.

Th e Gallo Feed Lot potentially will dis-
charge into Johnson Creek, a tributary of 

the Salinas River. Th e calculations for the 
adequacy of the sewage lagoons (discharge 
ponds) are suspect because they contain 
data from November to February, omitting 
March, which can be a rainy month. Addi-
tionally, the sewage lagoons drain to ponds 
adjacent to crop land where contamination 
by E. coli is a possibility.

Most sections of Monterey County’s ma-
jor watersheds fail to meet water quality 
standards set by the Federal Clean Water 
Act. We expect the Central Coast Regional 
Water Quality Control Board to work to-
ward meeting these standards and provid-
ing clean water for Monterey County resi-
dents.

To get involved in this issue contact Julie 
Engell, engellj@comcast.net, 920-2734.

Monterey feed lot gets renewed permit

Correction
Th e plant identifi ed as a red currant 
in the last Ventana is actually the 
highly toxic Baneberry. Eating just a 
few berries could cause serious illness 
or even death.
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Sierra Club Events

 Non–Sierra Club Events of Interest
Th e following activities are not sponsored or administered by the Sierra Club. Th e Club makes no 
representations or warranties about the safety, supervision, or management of such activities. Th ey are 
published only as a reader service.

Saturday, February 27

Film: Black Wave
Th is fi lm tells the story of the Exxon-Valdez oil 
spill and the struggle of the people of Prince 
William Sound to recover. Learn how people 
in the little town of Cordova, Alaska had their 
lives changed forever. Sponsored by Woman’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom, Live 
Oak Grange, and Sierra Club. FREE Live Oak 
Grange, 1900 17th Ave., Santa Cruz, 7:00 p.m.

Friday, March 12

Slides: Australia
Don Nielsen will present this slide show from 
his trip to Australia last summer. He will cover 
Southern Australia and the Red Center. Note: 
this is not a potluck. We will gather beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. and the slide show will begin at 
7:30 p.m. For directions call George, 531-2909.

Th ursday - Sunday, April 8-11

Western Wilderness 
Conference
Join wilderness enthusiasts from all over the 
western states at UC Berkeley. Speakers will 
address the role of wildlands in an era of climate 
change and how to gain new allies in preserving 

C a l e N d a r

Saturday - Sunday, March 6-7

Wilderness First Aid
An intensive 16-hour course for backpackers 
and trip leaders. 8-5 each day. Stevenson 
College, UCSC. Sponsored by UCSC 
Recreation. Cost: $200. Register at www.
ucscrecreation.com.

FREE Wormshops

Learn how worms can eat your food scraps and 
make beautiful compost for your garden. Master 
composters will teach you everything you 
need to know. Pre-registration required. Free 
and below wholesale worm bins for residents 
of unincorporated Santa Cruz Co. and Scotts 
Valley. $50 charge for residents of Capitola, 
City of Santa Cruz, and Watsonville. Call 427-
3452 or register online at 
www.compostsantacruzcounty.org.
Sponsored by S.C. Co. Board of Supervisors; 
produced by County Public Works Recycling 
and Solid Waste Services.

Saturday, April 10, 1-3 p.m., Grey Bears 
Recycling Center, 2710 Chanticleer Ave., S.C.

Sunday, May 2, 1-3 p.m., Quail Hollow Ranch 
County Park, 800 Quail Hollow Road, Felton

Saturday, June 19, 1-3 p.m., Grey Bears 
Recycling Center, 2710 Chanticleer Ave., S.C. 

For more info: Karin Grobe, 427-3452, 
kgrobe@wormdoctor.org.

Saturday, April 24

Hike-a-thon / Festival for 
the Environment
Hike 1, 5, or 10k in the redwoods to benefi t 
local community organizations. Walk begins at 
9:00 a.m. on the summit of Mount Madonna 
and ends at the 4th annual Festival for the 
Environment at Mount Madonna School. For 
more info visit www.SummitForTh ePlanet.org. 
Festival features green businesses, organic foods, 
live music, and more. www.ecofest.us.

Saturdays

Garland Ranch Hikes
Th e Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District 
docents lead hikes at Garland Ranch every 
Saturday. An updated list of all hikes may be 
found on their website: www.mprpd.org.

Santa Cruz CNPS

Habitat restoration
Volunteer to restore native habitat in State Parks 
in Santa Cruz Co. Wear layered work clothes. 
Bring water & gloves. Tools provided. 10:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We work rain or shine, but 
if things get particularly unpleasant, we call it a 
day. Contact Linda Brodman, redwdrn@pac bell.
net, 462-4041. Website: www.cruzcnps.org.

February 20, Quail Hollow Ranch County Park

March 6, Quail Hollow Ranch County Park

April 10, Younger Lagoon, UCSC Natural 
Reserve

Monterey CNPS

Habitat restoration
Volunteer to restore native habitat in State 
Parks in Monterey Co. Wear layered work 
clothes. Bring water & snacks. Tools & gloves 
provided. Carpools meet at Rio Rd. Park and 
Ride. Rain or shine. Contact Jan Shriner, 
jshriner@mbay.net, 236-0905. Website: www.
montereybay cnps.org.

Watsonville Fourth Saturday

Habitat restoration - 
Watsonville
Sponsored by Watsonville Wetlands Watch. 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Meet at the Fitz 
Wetlands Educ. Resource Center at Pajaro 
Valley HS. Gloves, tools, and snack provided. 
Call Jonathan Pilch, 728-4106, for more info. 
No experience necessary. 

wild places. Plenary sessions, workshops, fi lms, 
music, networking. For more info and to 
register online visit westernwilderness.org.

Friday, April 9

Slides: Tibet and Nepal
Th is presentation is by member and world 
traveler Jann McCord. Note: this is not a 
potluck. We will gather beginning at 7:00 pm 
and the slide show will begin at 7:30 pm. For 
directions call George, 531-2909.

Spring and Summer

Channel Islands Trips
California’s Channel Islands are Galapagos USA! 
Th ree and 4-day fundraiser cruises on May 7-9, 
July 16-19, August 6-9, and September 10-12 
sponsored by Sierra Club. All depart from Santa 
Barbara. Fees: $590 for May and September 
and $785 July and August include bunk, 
meals, snacks, beverages, plus the services of a 
ranger/naturalist who will lead hikes. For more 
info contact jholtzhln@aol.com. To make a 
reservation mail a $100 check payable to Sierra 
Club to leaders: Joan Jones Holtz & Don Holtz, 
11826 Th e Wye St, El Monte, CA 91732.

Filmmakers Leanne Allison, Karsten Heuer, and their two-year-old son Zev from the fi lm Finding Farley, 
winner of the Grand Prize Award and the People’s Choice Award at the Banff  Mountain Film Fest.

Banff Film Festival comes to 
Rio Theatre

The Banff  Mountain Film Festival 
World Tour returns to Santa Cruz 
on February 26 and 27 at 7:00 p.m. 

each evening as a benefi t for the UCSC 
Wilderness Orientation Scholarship Fund 
and the UCSC Recreation Program. Santa 
Cruz climber Chris Sharma is showcased 
in First Ascent: Th e Impossible Climb. Star 
sport climber Sharma takes on his great-
est challenge yet: the unclimbed, 90-me-
tre limestone cave on Mt. Clark, Califor-
nia. Chris dangles from one fi nger, jumps 
between minuscule handholds and takes 

30-metre free falls as he endeavors to make 
the fi rst ascent of what will be the most dif-
fi cult rock climb in the world.

Finding Farley, winner of both the Grand 
Prize Award and the People’s Choice Award, 
documents the journey of Karsten Heuer 
and Leanne Allison with their two-year-old 
son Zev and indomitable dog Willow, as 
they retrace the literary footsteps of Farley 
Mowat. Th eir 5000-kilometre trip—trek-
king, sailing, portaging and paddling—is 
captured in this fi lm.

For listings of which fi lms are shown 
each night and ticket information visit 
ucscrecreation.com or call 459-2806.

World coal consumption is at record levels.
Coal is responsible for about 40% of the CO2 

emissions from fossil fuels due to its high 
carbon content.
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by Lois Robin

For ten years, the mantra of the Sierra 
Club Pajaro River Watershed Com-
mittee has been “Do the watershed 

study!” Members have written these words 
to decision makers and spoken them at 
hundreds of meetings. Has the Watershed 
Study been undertaken? No, but it is slow-
ly making its way through the network of 
committees and agencies that manage the 
Pajaro watershed, and it may yet see the 
light of day. Th e study is crucial to plan-
ning for the River.

What is the Watershed Study? Th e Pa-
jaro River Watershed courses through four 
counties—two upstream (San Benito and 
Santa Clara) and two downstream (Santa 
Cruz and Monterey). Th e fl ooding prob-
lems that have brought the Army Corps 
of Engineers to the River are downstream. 
But the fl ooding downstream is very much 
infl uenced by the fl ow from the Upper Wa-
tershed.

Many scientists believe that the infl uence 
is signifi cant; yet a study needs to be con-
ducted to quantify and evaluate the infl u-
ence.  For instance, the San Benito River, 
a major tributary of the Pajaro, has been 
damaged by years of sand and gravel min-
ing and most likely can be restored so that 
more of its fl ows are detained in the Upper 
River. Th e Watershed Study would provide 
important data and information about how 
to accomplish this restoration. A leading 
geomorphologist has been selected to guide 
the study.

Although the value of studying the en-
tire watershed to determine the best way to 
control fl ooding downstream seems trans-
parently clear to those of us who have been 
chanting the mantra for ten years, plans 
are going ahead to select a project alterna-
tive before the Watershed Study has been 
undertaken. Th e presentation of the Army 
Corps of Engineers’ plan for the Pajaro is 
anticipated in October of 2010. At that 
time an Environmental Impact Study will 
be available to the public.

Th e public hearings on the alternatives 
will undoubtedly infl uence the shape of the 
plan. Whatever alternative is selected will 
be put to a vote of all those in the local wa-
tershed districts.

After several months of controversy, the 
downstream Project Sponsors (Santa Cruz 
and Monterey Counties) have worked with 
the Army Corps of Engineers to modify 
Alternative 9D so that all principle par-
ticipants can agree to it. As modifi ed, Al-
ternative 9D would employ ring levees 
around the towns of Watsonville and Pa-
jaro, providing them with 100-year fl ood 
protection. As these communities sit on the 
fl oodplain of the River, high levees will be 
needed to protect them. Th e agricultural 
fi elds on the Monterey side of the River 
would be protected with new levees.

On the Santa Cruz side of the River, the 
County and Corps have agreed to levees 
with a 50-year protection level. In addition, 

the Corp has confi rmed it will do all three 
planned bench excavation projects on the 
lower River. By removing the benches and 
setting back the levees, the existing chan-
nelized and constrained Pajaro River would 
be able to rejoin its fl oodplain, albeit some-
what streamlined for conveyance effi  ciency. 

Ken Reiller, member of the Pajaro River Watershed 
Committee, urges the Zone 7 Board to do the 
Watershed Study.

Watershed study critical to Pajaro River Plan
Alternative 9D would allow the Pajaro to 
meander like a real river. Th e severe sedi-
ment problem would be alleviated, and the 
River would return to a healthier state.

Th e Sierra Club Pajaro River Watershed 
Committee has been working on a Vision 
plan for the six reaches of the River between 
Murphy’s Crossing and the Monterey Bay. 
Th e Committee intends that the ideas for 
the Vision project be integrated with the 
work undertaken by the Army Corps. See 
page 8 to learn more about what an asset the 
Pajaro River could be to its communities.

To get involved contact Lois Robin, lo-
lotusi@cruzio.com, 464-3939. Santa Cruz 
and Monterey Sierra Club members can 
add to the clamor for a Watershed Study to 
assure the best outcome for the River.

Sempervirens Fund has an-
nounced the purchase of 
two tracts of redwoods, 

107 acres at the gateway to Big 
Basin State Park and 160 acres 
near Pescadero. Both parcels 
were purchased from Redtree 
Properties.

One parcel is located between 
Castle Rock and Big Basin State 
Parks and was scheduled for 
logging this spring. Ultimately 
this property will be added to 
Castle Rock State Park.

Th e Pescadero parcel contains 
30-40 acres of old growth redwoods which 
are prime nesting sites for the Marbled 
Murrelet, an endangered seabird. Th e Santa 
Cruz mountains is the southernmost area 
of the Marbled Murrelet’s breeding range.

Sempervirens Fund acquired these two 
properties as part of its vision to link all the 
State Parks and public land on the Santa 
Cruz coast together to create a Great Park. 

Sempervirens Fund purchases 
more redwood forest

Sempervirens Fund plans to manage both 
parcels until they are able to transfer them 
to the California State Parks system.

A public celebration of the new acqui-
sitions will be held on Saturday, March 
13 near the intersection of Highways 
9 and 236. For more information call
650-968-4509.

2009 Milestones
Human society has been living be-

yond the Earth’s Ecological Capacity 
since 1987.

World population is 6.8 billion, the 
highest it has ever been.

World meat production is steadily 
rising. Livestock are responsible for 
18% of greenhouse gas emissions.

World coal consumption is at re-
cord levels. Coal is responsible for 
about 40% of the CO2 emissions from 
fossil fuels due to its high carbon con-
tent.

Source: Th e Worldwatch Institute,
Vital Signs, 2009.
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REACH 2 INDUSTRIAL
present vision

informal trail through widened riparian buffer

by Lois Robin, Chair, Pajaro River 
Watershed Committee

In the early 1900s, the Pajaro River was 
damned at the “Y” (the junction of the 
Pajaro River and Salsipuedes Creek) 

to make Lake Watsonville. Local residents 
swam, fi shed, boated and invited their 
friends to join them at carnivals and events 
inspired by the refreshing river. It was a 
tourist mecca.

Today when the Pajaro Valley might 
again become a tourist destination and 
provide greater resources for local residents, 
the river is sad and depleted. Unlike cit-
ies such as San Luis Obispo, Napa, Santa 

Rosa, and Redding which have taken ad-
vantage of the river that runs through their 
communities, Watsonville and Pajaro have 
turned their backs on the river. Residents 
rarely venture into the Pajaro riverbed with 
its many encampments and dangers associ-
ated with drug deals and violence. Th e river 
corridor is bereft of trees; the river often 
stagnant and polluted. Maintenance agree-
ments with the Army Corps of Engineers 
have required counties to cut many of the 
large trees that could shade and beautify the 
fl oodplain.

Th e Sierra Club Pajaro River Watershed 
Committee decided over a year ago to 
imagine ways to improve the connection of 
the River with its communities. Th e Com-
mittee obtained grants and hired professor 
Matt Kondolf, a hydrologist and planner at 
the Berkeley School of Urban Planning and 
Landscape Architecture, to help consider 
the River’s potential. On several explorato-
ry trips to the River, Dr. Kondolf brought 
a recent graduate of the program, Jennifer 
Natali. Jennifer, it turned out, had all the 
skills, talents, and training necessary to en-
vision a revitalized Pajaro River.

Natali spent many hours riding her bike 
on the levees and around the communities. 
She camped in the vicinity and talked with 
dozens of residents. Th en she went to work 
and did what the Committee requested. 
She visualized many ways for people to in-
teract safely and enjoyably with the River, 

Study imagines a revitalized Pajaro River as a 
local asset and tourist attraction

She visualized many ways for people to interact safely and 
enjoyably with the River, and she documented her ideas 
with maps, charts, and beautifully-detailed drawings.

and she documented her ideas 
with maps, charts, and 
beautifully-detailed draw-
ings.

Th e Pajaro River Water-
shed is huge, so Jennifer en-
visioned only the area from Mur-
phy’s Crossing to the Monterey 
Bay where the Army Corps 
would eventually rebuild 
the levees. Jennifer 
mapped out many 
biking and hiking 
trails between the 
River and target 
destinations in 
Watsonville, 
thus creating 

transpor-
tation benefi ts as 

well as access to the River. She 
found a place for a tree-lined 

paseo where people could 
interact with each other at 
the River’s edge. Restored 
wetlands and bioswales 
could provide opportuni-
ties for bird watching and 
kayaking.

Th e City of Watson-
ville invited the Com-
mittee and Jennifer to 
present the plan to several 
of their departments and 
to the City Manager who 
liked the ideas but made 
no commitments to in-
clude them in the General 
Plan. On November 10, 
the Committee showed 
the plan to the Watsonville 
City Council, asking them 
to support projects as their 
various departments pre-
sented them. Th is time the 

Santa Cruz Sentinel picked 
up the story, and the Connec-
tivity Vision gained more vis-

ibility. Th e Council members ex-
pressed interest.

To see the plan visit http://jennifernatali.
com/pajaro/Presentation_ParksRec.pdf.

You can become part of the process to 
Revitalize the Pajaro River. To schedule a 
presentation about the plan contact Lois 
Robin, lolotusi@cruzio.com, 464-3939.

1 Osprey Packs 1 The North Face
1 Western Mountaineering 1 Mountain Hardwear
1 Montbell 1 Big Agnes tents

S ßlightweight camping specialists
since 1974

Custom down sleeping bags

222 River Street, Santa Cruz 1 423-9078 1 downworks.com
Tuesday–Saturday 10–5 

DOWN WORKS

Please fi ll out and mail the change of 
address form on p.15 or email
address.changes@sierraclub.org

Th e post offi  ce charges us 70¢ each if 
they handle the address change.
Please help the Club by handling

address changes in a timely fashion.
Thanks!

Moving?

To change address by email:
address.changes@sierraclub.org

Membership inquiries:
membership.services@sierraclub.org

Ventana Staff

Imagine a Pajaro River lined with trees and trails 
where restored wetlands could provide opportunities 
for birdwatching and kayaking.
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Festival   

Annual  
4th 

for 
the

Environment
www.ecofest.us

Calling all green 
businesses and organizations, 

eco-artists and educators 

Saturday, April 24, 2010

Contact Lara Kilpatrick (408) 846-4032

free admission • 491 Summit Rd., Mount Madonna, CA

best green family event on the Central Coast

Call
for

participants!

Be Part of 
the Solution!  
Alternatives to the Desalinization Plant

Water Solutions:
• Graywater Systems
• Lawn Replacement

• Rain Harvesting
• Drip Irrigation
• Native Plants

ARCSA*
Accredited 

Professional   
*American Rainwater 

Catchment 
Systems Assn.

L     VE’SL     VE’S
R

gardens

(831) 471-9100  
www.lovesgardens.com

CA Contractors License #363672
ISA Certified Arborist WE 3535 A
Pest Control License #35988

Your neighborhood solar-powered gardener TM
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Few people have seen the fl ower of Fetid Adder’s Tongue (Scoliopus bigelovii), 
one of the earliest to fl ower in the spring.What appears to be petals are actually the 
sepals, stamped with distinct dark purple veins. Th e petals are erect, dark purple, 
and horn-like. Fetid Adder’s Tongue has large oval leaves with purple blotches. In 
bloom, it has an unpleasant smell.
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Th e fl ower pictured on our fi rst page and in two views left and 
above on this page is the Checker Lily, also called Mission Bells 
(Fritillaria lanceolata). It is usually found in shade in redwood 
and mixed evergreen forests. 
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Please fi ll out and mail the change of 
address form on p.15 or email
address.changes@sierraclub.org

Th e post offi  ce charges us 70¢ each if 
they handle the address change.
Please help the Club by handling

address changes in a timely fashion.
Thanks!

Moving?

by Vicky Hoover and Rita Dalessio

Representative Sam Farr (D-Carmel) 
has introduced legislation that is 
currently wending its way through 

the approval process. Th e bill, HR 4040, 
would create a separate funding source for 
the Big Sur portion of the Los Padres Na-
tional Forest and add portions of fi ve local 
rivers to the National Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers System.

Titled Th e Big Sur Forest Service 
Management Unit Act (HR 4040), the 
proposed legislation would protect public 
lands in the northern Santa Lucia Moun-
tains by multiple measures, including

• Designation of over 90 miles of Wild 
and Scenic Rivers including portions of the 
Arroyo Seco, San Antonio and Carmel Riv-
ers, as well as Big Creek;

• Th e designation of the Horse Canyon 
and Horse Pasture additions to the Ventana 
Wilderness Area, along with several techni-
cal boundary adjustments resulting in a net 
increase of approximately 2,000 acres of 
federally designated Wilderness;

• Establishment of the Big Sur Man-
agement Unit (BSMU), which would re-
place the present Monterey Ranger District 
of the Los Padres National Forest—which 
is located quite far from the large southern 
portion of the Los Padres—California’s larg-
est national forest. A separate management 
unit would provide greater management 
and budgetary autonomy desirable to ad-
dress concerns unique to the Big Sur Unit.

• Designation of the BSMU as a Wild-
land Urban Interface Special Study Area 
with the requirement that a Fire Manage-
ment Plan be created within one year, in 
compliance with the National Environ-
mental Policy Act. Th is NEPA require-
ment is innovative in that it would provide 
for public participation in the wildfi re 
management planning process.

Farr introduces new wilderness bill for Big Sur

by John Byrne and Vicky Hoover

In 2016, America’s National Park Ser-
vice will celebrate its 100th birthday.

Th e Sierra Club’s National Parks and 
Monuments Team wants to share with you 
our exciting vision for the second century 
of the National Park Service. National 
parks are America’s marvelous contribution 
to the world.

Our vision focuses on three major con-
cerns that people didn’t have 100 years ago, 
but that today are prevalent in our society: 
natural areas disappearing, people sepa-
rated from nature, and the onset of global 
climate change.

Our national parks: a vision for the second century
Disappearance of our
natural areas

It used to be that development occurred 
as islands in a sea of nature, but today na-
tional parks are natural islands in a sea of 
development. We see that national parks 
are needed to preserve important represen-
tative places of our natural environment. 
We envision a signifi cant expansion of our 
National Park system, so that every major 
natural eco-region in our country will be 
represented by at least one national park or 
equivalent reserve.

A preliminary gap analysis shows that we 
must create 38 new national parks or simi-
lar areas, and expand or change designation 
in 28 others. Th is will protect habitat for 
the biodiversity of our fl ora and fauna that 
make up our natural world as ecosystems 
evolve and adapt to global climate change. 
By protecting natural areas that represent 
all parts of our natural world, we cannot 
only better enjoy nature, we can also learn 
what we must do to protect the world in 
which we and our fellow species live.

An expanded network of parks is also 
needed to provide nearby places for more 
people to visit—both to lessen generation 

• Conversion of the Arroyo Seco–Indi-
ans Road (already closed to motorized ve-
hicles by landslides) to the Arroyo Seco–In-
dians National Recreational Trail, a public 
thoroughfare off ering unparalleled oppor-
tunities for hiking, equestrian use, bicy-
cling, and other forms of non-motorized 
recreation;

• Establishment of the Jeff  Norman 

Botanical Area, a plant community rich in 
endemic maritime chaparral on National 
Forest lands immediately south of Pfeiff er 
Beach.

With its focus on wild and scenic river 
protection, this bill complements, and 
completes, the wilderness protection for 
additional Forest Service lands in Repre-
sentative Farr’s district that was achieved by 
his Big Sur Wilderness and Conservation 
Act of 2002. Unlike other recent Califor-
nia wilderness bills, the 2002 Big Sur legis-
lation contained no wild and scenic rivers.

Tom Hopkins of the Ventana Wilderness 
Alliance, who has been working with Farr’s 
staff  on this bill since 2003, said, “Th is leg-
islation will provide permanent protection 
for the last free-fl owing wild rivers in the 
Ventana Region and implement other safe-
guards to protect these public wild lands 
and rivers for future generations. We all 
thank Congressman Sam Farr for his vi-
sionary leadership to protect the Big Sur 
Coast and Ventana backcountry.”

Other individuals and groups who have 
been key to the development of this leg-
islation include Gordon Johnson, Direc-
tor of the California Wilderness Project, 
and Steve Evans, Conservation Director of 
Friends of the River.

of greenhouse gases from fl ying and driv-
ing to parks and to provide convenient 
close-to-home places for people to appreci-
ate their natural and cultural heritage.
Connecting people with nature

We envision national parks able to coax 
people, especially young people, out into 
nature. Our heavily urbanized society is 
losing its connections to nature. A gen-
eration of children is growing up mostly 
indoors and often glued to the Internet. 
Childhood obesity is more of a problem.

We need to expand education programs 
in national parks to help all visitors learn 
about our natural world. Th ese programs 
should be connected to the Internet so na-
tional parks can be learned about and ap-
preciated by everybody, all the time. On-
site programs should attract teachers and 
students. Classrooms should be linked to 
parks though the internet throughout the 
academic year.

We should consider reducing park en-
trance fees, not raising them. Entrance 
fees discourage use, aggravating an already 
signifi cant decline in visitation. Fees dis-
proportionately aff ect people with lower 
incomes and contribute but a nickel to the 

National Park Service budget dollar.
Fighting global climate change

Parks should educate visitors on climate 
change and how they can help out in their 
daily lives. We should use national parks 
as study sites to learn about and mitigate 
the eff ects of climate change. We must as-
sure that the wild areas in parks stay wild 
through wilderness designation, so that na-
tional parks can form the core of broad pro-
tected areas to enable animal migration and 
adaptations essential for species survival.

We see all our national parks vigorously 
promoting public transportation so that 
people will be able to go to national parks 
on trains or other public transit and, once 
there, able to appreciate our natural world 
without a car. Parks can be a model of zero 
emissions.

Th e United States invented the National 
Park, but today we lag behind other coun-
tries in using national parks to learn about, 
protect, and perpetuate our natural world. 
Expanding our system of National Parks 
should be the prime goal of the Second 
Century of our National Park System.
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Portions of the Arroyo Seco river wuld be designated as “Wild and Scenic” under the proposed legislation.
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o u t i N g s  r a t i N g s

General information:
All outings begin and end at the trailhead. 
Carpooling to and from the trailhead is 
strictly a private arrangement between the 
driver and the riders. Carpool drivers are 
not agents or employees of the Sierra Club.

explanation of ratinGs:
The outings described vary in difficulty 
from leisurely walks to strenuous hikes. The 
following explanation is a general guideline. 
(For more information about the difficulty 
of a particular outing, call the leader).

Walk: Between 2-5 miles, leisurely pace.
Easy: No more than 5 miles; slight eleva-

tion gain; easy pace.
Moderate: 5-10 miles; up to 2000' gain; 

boots; better than average fitness required.
Strenuous: May involve off-trail hiking; 

 demanding pace; for experienced hikers in 
good condition only.

m e e t i N g  p l a C e s

Directions:
Rio Road Park & Ride: This parking lot 

is on Rio Road in Carmel.
Save-Mart / Bagel Bakery: (formerly 

Albertson’s) South of Monterey on Hwy. 1. 
One mile past Ocean Ave., turn L on Carm-
el Valley Rd. Almost immediately, turn R at 
the light. Save-Mart/ Bagel Bakery on the R.

Santa Cruz County Government Center: 
The large grey building at the corner of Ocean 
& Water in Santa Cruz. We meet at the corner 
of the parking lot nearest to the intersection.

Felton Faire: The shopping center at the 
junction of Graham Hill and Mt. Hermon 
Rds. in Felton. We meet at the edge of the 
Safeway parking lot nearest Graham Hill Rd.

41st Avenue / Sears: From Hwy. 1 in 
Capitola take the 41st Ave. exit. Go to-
ward the ocean on 41st Ave. Pass the main 
Mall entrance and turn right into the next 
entrance near Sears. We meet behind the 
bank located at 41st and Capitola Road.

MPC parking lot: Monterey Peninsula 
College Parking Lot. From Hwy. 1 take 
the Fisherman’s Wharf exit, go straight one 
block, turn L and L again into the first park-
ing lot: A. Site of the Thurs. Farmers Mkt. 
Plenty of parking with no fee on weekends.

F e b r u a r y

Saturday, February 13
Hike: mittelDorf to tHe coast
Let’s go up Echo Ridge to the highest point of Mit-
teldorf Preserve then down to the coast via Rocky 
Ridge. We’ll do this strenuous 15-mile hike with 
2000' elevation gain at a slow and careful pace. Prob-
able car shuttle. Bring a lot of water and food. Call 
for a reservation. Leader: Anneliese Suter, 624-1467.

Sunday, February 14
Hike: DanisH creek
Let’s go out to the beautiful woods of the Los Padres 
Dam. We’ll hike up the Big Pines Trail and then drop 
down to secluded Danish Creek camp. If this trail 
is impassable, we’ll consider alternate routes. 9 miles 
and 1400' elevation gain. Please call for meeting time 
and updated info. Leader: Larry Parrish, 622-7455.

Wednesday, February 17
senior Walk: asilomar nortH
We’ll walk north along the coast to Point Pinos Light 
Station. Hike is fairly flat 3 miles. Meet before 9:30 
a.m. at Sears 41st Ave. or at the Fishwife Restaurant 
in Pacific Grove about 10:30 a.m. Bring lunch, wa-
ter, $4 carpool. Restrooms available. Dress for weath-
er. Leader: Brooke Ewoldsen, 475-6188.

Friday, February 19
Hike: forest of nisene marks
8 miles, gradual elevation gain of 900' through the 
redwoods and past Hoffman’s Historic Site where 
much of the logging was done after WWI to 1923. 
Bring water and lunch. Meet before 9:30 a.m. at 
parking lot behind Aptos Station. Leader: Tom Dav-
ey, 331-8430.

Friday, February 19
Hike: pinnacles
The Juniper Canyon Loop is a spectacular but steep 
trail which switchbacks to the heart of the High 
Peaks. At the top, we’ll circle through rock forma-
tions along the steep and narrow High Peaks Trail 
and return via the Tunnel Trail. We’ll look for Con-
dors and early wildflowers. 4+ miles with 1215' el-
evation gain. Bring lunch and water. Meet at MPC 
parking lot A at 9:00 a.m. or at Pinnacles Chaparral 
day use area, west side, at 10:30 a.m. Rain cancels. 
Leaders: Cath Farrant and Mary Dainton, 372 7427.

Sunday, February 21
Hike: toro park
One of the earlier places for wildflowers, Toro also 
has an abundance of birds and fungi not to mention 
great views. We’ll hike to the back of the park where 
very few go and visit the giant wake robin patch. Af-
ter lunch we’ll climb to the peak. 12 miles, 2000' 
elevation gain. No rain cancellation! Meet at Sears 
41st Ave. at 8:00 a.m. or outside the park entrance at 
8:50 a.m. Leader: John Howerton, 476-4253.

Tuesday, February 23
senior Hike: HenrY coWell
Loop around Bear Mtn. thru the sand dune area. 3–4 
miles with some uphill. Restroom available. Meet be-
fore 9:30 a.m. at Sears 41st Ave. To go direct, take 
Graham Hill Rd. to the Juvenile Probation Dept. 
building and park in the public spots. Bring water, 
lunch, $3 carpool. Leader: Helena Cantin, 438-4253.

Tuesday, February 23
Hike: snivelY’s riDGe
We’ll go to the top of Snively’s Ridge for panoramic 
views of the ocean and Carmel Valley. Along the way 
there will be stops to enjoy the abundant wildflowers. 
6 miles, 1600' elevation gain. Bring water & lunch. 
Arrive early; we depart at 9:30 a.m. sharp from Rio 
Road Park & Ride. Call for a reservation. Leader: 
Lynn Bomberger, 375-7777.

Saturday, February 27
Hike: toro park
We’ll hope for warmth in this part of Monterey 
County. About 9 miles and up to 1700' elevation 
gain. I haven’t picked the route yet. It will depend on 
temperature, sun, wind, etc. Meet at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Mar Monte exit in Aptos to carpool. Call for updated 
information. Leader: Nick Wyckoff 462-3101.

Saturday, February 27
Hike: east GarlanD exploration
We’ll get a good workout going up to Vasquez Knob 
via Terrace Creek and East Ridge Trails and come 
back via Vasquez and Laureles Trails. Strenuous 8 
miles with 2500' elevation gain. Wonderful views. 
Meet at Carmel Mid Valley Shopping Center, park-
ing lot opposite Chase Bank at 9:00 a.m. to carpool. 

In the interest of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is customary that participants 
make carpooling arrangements. The Sierra Club does not have insurance for carpooling 
arrangements and assumes no liability for them. Carpooling, ridesharing, or anything 
similar is strictly a private arrangement among the participants. Participants assume the 
risks associated with this travel.

CST 2087766-40. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State 
of California.

Participants will be required to sign a liability waiver. To read it before choosing to 
participate on an outing go to www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms.
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years! Because access to the ranch is limited, only the 
first 15 hikers who call to reserve a spot can join us. 
Hard rain cancels. Leader: Mary Gale, 626-3565.

Tuesday, March 9
senior Hike: DelaveaGa park
3 miles to Branciforte Creek, then uphill to the Top 
of the World and back down. Lovely spring wild-
flowers. Meet before 9:30 a.m. at Sears 41st Ave. or 
at Twisted Tree picnic area in park off Branciforte Dr. 
near restrooms at 9:50 a.m. Bring lunch, water and 
$2 carpool. Leader: Janet Schwind, 425-3845.

Saturday, March 13
Walk: pebble beacH & asilomar
4-mile loop starting on neighborhood streets and 
then thru dunes between fairways out to Point Joe 
and back along the beach boardwalk. Quiet neigh-
borhood, beach wildflowers, possible migrating 
whale spouts. Meet across from the Fishwife Restau-
rant on Sunset Dr. and Asilomar Blvd., Pacific Grove. 
Call to reserve a place and for meeting time. Bring 
snack, water. Leader: Martha Saylor, 372-9215.

Saturday, March 13
Hike: almaDen countY park
I think we’ll do a loop from the Mockingbird en-
trance; sun and shade. It will be 8+ miles, and 1600' 
gain. Meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Santa Cruz County 
Government Center to carpool. Call Nick for addi-
tional information. Leader: Nick Wyckoff 462-3101.

Saturday, March 13
Hike: toro park
Come explore Toro Park during its best time of the 
year: lots of wildflowers in bloom. We’ll hike up to 
Simas peak via East Ridge and East Toyon trails and 
get great views. 8–9 miles, about 1800' elevation 
gain. Bring water and lunch, rain cancels. Meet at 
9:00 a.m. outside of the entrance to Toro Park. Call 
for a space. Leader: Monique Fargues, 384-3234.

Saturday – Sunday, March 13 – 14
fence removal: carrizo plain
Help remove fences. At this time of year there should 
be wildflowers. Work Saturday; camp and potluck din-
ner that evening. Hike Sunday. Bring leather gloves, 
warm clothes with long sleeves, and long pants, food 
for potluck on Saturday night. Leaders will be at Sel-
by Camp on Friday night if you arrive early. Leaders: 
Cal and Letty French, 805-239-7338. Prefer e-mail: 
lettyfrench@gmail.com.

Sunday, March 14
Hike: HenrY coe state park
Northern CA’s largest state park, Coe boasts amazing 
views, abundance of wildlife including Golden Ea-
gles, Mule deer and elk. Blue Oak is just one of over 
12 kinds of trees there. Expect a prolific early wild-
flower bloom. 12 miles, 2000' elevation gain. No 
rain cancellation! Meet at Sears 41st Ave at 7:50 a.m. 
or at the Hunting Hollow entrance at 9:00 a.m. Call 
for more info. Leader: John Howerton, 476-4253.

Bring water and lunch. Rain cancels. Call for a space. 
Leader: Monique Fargues, 384-3234.

m a r C h

Wednesday, March 3
Hike: rancHo san antonio co park
This county park adjoins the 3800 acre open space 
preserve and has diverse habitat: mixed riparian, 
coast live oak woodlands, scrub, and grassy mead-
ows. Two of our favorite park things are the huge 
bay laurel tree and the large bobcat that roams the 
trails and usually shows himself at some point in the 
hike. We’ll start from the lot in the park from Cristo 
Rey Dr. off Foothill Blvd. in Cupertino. We’ll hike 
through the Deer Hollow Farm and along the Rogue 
Valley Trail to the Upper Meadow Trail. Views of the 
entire Bay Area are great. 9 miles. Bring lunch and 
water. Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Sears 41st Ave. to car-
pool, $5, or at the parking lot near the restrooms at 
10:00 a.m. Leader: Diane Cornell, 423-5925.

Thursday, March 4
Hike: maple falls
This 8-mile Nisene Marks hike with 700' elevation 
gain takes us through a lovely forest along beauti-
ful creeks and eventually to serene Maple Falls. Some 
agility is required. Stops to enjoy flora & fauna. 
Bring water & lunch. Arrive early; we depart at 8:45 
a.m. sharp from Shell station by Home Depot in 
Seaside or from parking lot behind Aptos Station at 
9:30 a.m. sharp. Call for a reservation. Leader: Lynn 
Bomberger, 375-7777.

Friday, March 5
senior Walk: carmel circle
3-mile loop in Carmel. We’ll start at the Carmel 
Beach parking lot, walk past Mission Ranch up Mis-
sion Train reserve through Carmel and back along 
Carmel Beach. Possibly hike in reverse order. Meet 
before 9:30 a.m. at Sears 41st Ave. To go direct, take 
Hwy. 1 south to Ocean exit. Turn right, go downhill 
to Carmello, left on Carmello about 1.5 mi. to beach 
parking area. Free parking with posh restrooms. 
Meet at 10:30 a.m. Bring lunch, water, $5 carpool. 
At end of hike, those wishing can lunch in down-
town Carmel. Leader: Brooke Ewoldsen, 476-6188.

Saturday, March 6
Hike: fall creek
Third time’s the charm? Let’s message the rain gods 
for no rain this round! This beautiful 9-mile loop 
leads us on a steady uphill along the creek, then a 
steep climb up to the Big Ben tree where we’ll en-
joy a well-earned lunch. We’ll stop at the kiln site on 
the way back for some history. 2000' elevation gain. 
Meet at the Santa Cruz Co Government Center at 
9:30 a.m. Bring water, lunch, and carpool $. Rain 
cancels. Leader: Pamela Burnham, 428-2796.

Sunday, March 7
Hike: kaHn rancH
Steep canyons and trails climbing to ridges with great 
views make Kahn Ranch a fine addition to Garland 
Ranch Park. Our hike involves steep climbs of about 
600–800', but the pace will be slow. Not over 4 
miles. After visiting a gorgeous waterfall, we’ll look 
up in the hills for early spring flowers—Hound’s 
Tongue and Mule Ears have been seen here in past 

Sunday - Saturday, March 14 - 20
service trip/ backpack: utaH
Assist the National Park Service in eradicating Rus-
sian Olive from the Escalante River. Working under 
the direction of Park Ranger Bill Wolverton, we’ll 
gather up slash from previous service trips and burn 
it. Since 2000, over half of the river has been cleared. 
Meet in Escalante, Utah Sunday morning, March 
14, caravan out to the trailhead and hike in. Work 4 
days, dayhike one day and hike out Saturday morn-
ing March 20. Expect knee to thigh deep river cross-
ings, overnight lows near freezing, and mild tempera-
tures during the day. Participants will be responsible 
for their own leather work gloves, food and gear on 
the trail. Contact Leader Paul Plathe: 209-476-1498.

Tuesday, March 16
senior saunter: sunset beacH
We’ll walk both the bluffs and the beach. Moderate 
4 miles with not very steep hills. Dress for weather. 
Meet at Sears 41st Ave. before 9:30 a.m. or at Sunset 
Beach at the kiosk parking lot on the bluff at about 
9:50 a.m. Bring lunch, water, $2 carpool. Rain Can-
cels. Leader: Joan Brohmer, 462-3803.

Tuesday, March 16
Hike: veeDer ponD / Garzas creek
We should see a stunning display of wildflowers hik-
ing up to the pond and then down to the creek. We’ll 
take our time to enjoy them. We might find some 
Checker Lilies. 5 miles with 1700' elevation gain. 
Bring water & lunch. Arrive early; depart at 9:30 
a.m. sharp from Rio Road Park & Ride. Call for a 
reservation. Leader: Lynn Bomberger, 375-7777.

Saturday, March 20
Hike: elkHorn slouGH
Enjoy this fantastic birding area where we may see 
blue herons and great white egrets nesting high in the 
trees. 7 miles; minimal elevation gain. Meet at Sears 
41st Ave. at 9:30 a.m. Bring water, lunch, binoculars, 
and money for entrance and carpooling. Heavy rain 
cancels. Leader: Pamela Burnham, 428-2796.

Saturday, March 20
Hike: pinnacles mt Defiance
For experienced hikers only, we’ll explore the fifth 
highest peak in Pinnacles National Monument, 
Mt Defiance, with a panoramic view including the 
seldom-seen “Little Pinnacles.” Partly off-trail with 
some light bushwhacking. 5 miles and 1800' eleva-
tion gain. Must call leader for further info and a res-
ervation. Leader: Jack Glendening, 484-6929.

Sunday, March 21
WilDfloWer Hike: point lobos
Enjoy lovely spring wildflowers at Point Lobos and 
experience the new trailhead from Whalers Cabin to 
Ichxenta Point, just finished this year. Bring water 
and lunch, a camera, wear comfortable shoes and op-
tional flower guide. We’ll walk in a circle around the 
Park, about 3 ½ miles. Meet at the park entrance sta-
tion by the restrooms at 10:00 a.m. (Park outside on 
the road.) Santa Cruz carpoolers meet at Sears 41st 
Ave. (no leader) about 9:00 a.m. Call me for info 
about carpooling. Leader: Phyllis Hilton, 372-1714.

Tuesday, March 23
senior Hike: upper ucsc campus
Explore trails and fire roads on the upper UCSC 
campus. 3 miles on mostly flat ground thru red-
woods. Bring lunch and water. Meet at Sears 41st 
Ave before 9:30 a.m. Or park near the gate at the 
intersection of Empire Grade and Chinquapin fire 

Built by Sierra Club members in 1934, this rustic, hostel-
style lodge stands atop historic Donner Pass, just an
hour and a half from Sacramento.

The Lodge grooms its own cross country ski and
snowshoe trails, rents equipment for these activities
and offers cross country ski lessons. The unbeatable
location of the Lodge provides quick and easy access
to the legendary Donner Summit backcountry ski
terrain or any of its downhill or cross country ski
resorts.

Guests enjoy excellent family style meals, a friendly
staff and a casual and communal atmosphere.

See you on Donner Summit...

For more information about our special programs
or to receive a full schedule and description of Clair
Tappaan programs please visit our website at
www.ctl.sierraclub.org or call (800) 679-6775.
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road. Rain cancels. Leader Xavier Ballard, 430-8292.

Friday, March 26
Hike: lanD of meDicine buDDHa
6 miles, moderate loop, 500' elevation gain. Hike 
includes a redwood forest and beautiful Bates Creek. 
Bring water and lunch. Meet before 9:30 a.m. in the 
rear parking lot of the Congregational Church of So-
quel. Leader: Tom Davey, 331-8430.

Friday, March 26
Hike: olD coast roaD, biG sur
This unpaved road in Big Sur makes a lovely hike. 
11 miles up and down through fern-lined redwood 
canyons with views out to the coast and inland to 
Pico Blanco. We’ll walk from Bixby Bridge to An-
drew Molera. Car shuttle. 2000' elevation gain. 
Bring lunch and water; meet at the Rio Rd. Park and 
Ride at 9:00 a.m. Heavy rain cancels. Leaders: Cath 
Farrant, 372 7427 and Lynn Bomberger, 375 7777.

Saturday, March 27
Hike: stevens creek-piccHetti rancH
A new trail to me, starting on the NW side of Stevens 
Creek County Park in Cupertino going to Picchetti 
Ranch winery, a preserve. A mild 5 miles and 1000' 
elevation gain. Meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Santa Cruz 
County Government Center to carpool. Call for 
more information. Leader: Nick Wyckoff, 462-3101.

Saturday, March 27
Hike: mittelDorf preserve
A wonderful hike around the Mitteldorf Preserve. 11 
miles and 2000' elevation gain. Expect great views, a 
gorgeous redwood forest (the largest redwood tree of 
Monterey Co.), and many wildflowers. Bring lunch 
and water, wear a hat and bring optional hiking 
poles. Meet at the San Carlos Ranch Gate, 1 mile off 
Carmel Valley Rd. at 9:00 a.m. Call for a reservation 
and carpool info. Leader: Anneliese Suter, 624-1467.

Sunday, March 28
Hike: Devil’s peak & cominGs camp
From Bottcher’s Gap in the NW corner of Los Padres 
National Forest, we’ll hike 4 miles up the steep trail 
into the Ventana Wilderness and on to Devil’s Peak. 
Another mile or so along Skinners’ Ridge brings us to 
the short turnoff to little-used and secluded Comings 
Camp. 10+ miles with 3000' elevation gain. Bring 
water, lunch, hiking boots. Call for meeting time and 
place. Leader: Larry Parrish, 622-7455.

Tuesday, March 30
senior Hike: HarveY West
4 miles with uphill climbs (some steep) from Harvey 
West parking lot by baseball fields. We’ll walk by the 
Sacred Tree and lunch at the ranger station. Meet be-
fore 9:30 a.m. at Sears 41st Ave. or at the Harvey West 
parking lot by 9:50 a.m. Bring lunch, water, $2 carpool. 
Restrooms available. Leader: Joan Brohmer, 462-3803.

Wednesday, March 31
Hike: fort orD public lanDs
This is an opportunity to hike some of the 7000 acres 
of public recreational parkland and wildlife habitat 
of Fort Ord. We’ll be walking over rolling grasslands 
that were once used for military maneuvers. Today 
the sandy path follows a dry creek bed bordered by 
eucalyptus, oak, and maple trees before it goes uphill 
600' on Guidotti Road to Skyline Road. As we pass 
sandstone outcroppings lining the hilltop, we’ll have 
views over Salinas and Toro Park. Bring lunch and 
water for this 8½ mile hike. Meet at Sears 41st Ave. 
at 9:00 a.m. or at 9:15 a.m. at the back of the Deer-

park parking lot next to Rio Del Mar Blvd. $4 car-
pool. We’ll hike from the trailhead at the west end of 
Toro Creek Estates on Hwy. 68 at 10:00 a.m. Leader: 
Diane Cornell, 423-5925.

a p r i l

Saturday, April 3
Hike: GarlanD park
4+ mile hike up to the Mesa via foothill trails, Buck-
eye and Waterfall, come back via Fern, Mesa, and 
Lupine Loop Trails. Nice valley views; trails may be 
muddy. Meet at Save Mart, Carmel Rancho Blvd., 
to carpool. Please call leader to reserve space and for 
meeting time. Bring snack/lunch and water. Rain 
cancels. Leader, Martha Saylor, 372-9215.

Saturday, April 3
Hike: fort orD GrasslanDs
Come explore Fort Ord Public lands. 8-mile loop 
partly on trails and roads. Meadows full of wildflow-
ers in bloom. Meet at the Creekside Trailhead park-
ing lot (corner of Reservation Road and Hwy. 68) at 
9:00 a.m. Bring water and lunch. Rain cancels. Call 
for a space. Leader: Monique Fargues, 384-3234.

Sunday, April 4
Hike: butano state park
Although the State Parks website states that Butano 
will be closed until April 30, there is a good chance 

that it will open earlier, and we hope, in time for this 
hike. It’s a popular 10-mile hike with good wildflow-
ers, including (if we’re lucky), a colony or two of the 
uncommon Calypso orchids. Meet at 8:45 a.m. at 
the County Government Center to carpool. Bring 
lunch and water. Check the website, ventana.sierra-
club.org/schedule/, or contact the leader Peter Scott, 
423-0796, drip@ucsc.edu for up-to-date informa-
tion on park opening date and any other details.

Sunday, April 4
Hike: Garzas canYon
The Terrace Trail at Garland Ranch has fabulous 
flowers in spring. After a nicely contoured walk on 
a narrow trail above the creek, we drop steeply to 
the creek, walk gently downstream, and finally take a 
steep but short climb back out. Our slow pace makes 
this hike easy to moderate. Bring lunch, water, good 
footgear, and a stick if you need one on steep hills. 
Meet at the Garland Ranch parking lot on Carmel 
Valley Rd. at 9:30 a.m. Hike starts at 10:00 a.m. 
More info: Leader, Mary Gale, 626-3565.

Tuesday, April 6
Hike: toro park
This 5½-mile hike with 800' elevation gain takes 
us through a forested valley along the Ollason Trail, 
then up to oak dotted grasslands. We hope to see 
beautiful fields of lupine. Bring water & lunch. Ar-
rive early; we depart at 9:45 a.m. sharp from the dirt 
parking area outside Toro Park. Call for a reservation. 
Leader: Lynn Bomberger, 375-7777.

Wednesday, April 7
Hike: point lobos
Pt. Lobos has everything from pine forests, to granite 
rock coves, sea caves, sandy beaches, rocks with na-
tive grinding holes, and a whaling exhibit. I like to 
start hiking from the entrance station on the South 
Plateau Trail to Gibson Beach and Pelican Point. A 
great place for lunch is on the South Shore before 
crossing the reserve and climbing to Whalers Knoll 
and then walking over to Coal Chute Point. We can 
see lots of healthy Monterey Pines in our 8-mile tour 
of the whole reserve. Sun, rain, or fog—this is always 
a picturesque unique hike. Meet at Sears 41st Ave. at 
9:00 a.m. or at the back of the Deerpark parking lot 
next to Rio Del Mar Blvd. at 9:15 a.m. $4 carpool. 
Or meet at the entrance station of the Pt. Lobos Re-
serve at 10:00 a.m. Bring water and lunch. Leader: 
Diane Cornell, 423-5925.

Friday, April 9
Hike: WilDer rancH
5½-mile loop, 900' elevation gain. We’ll hike the 
Baldwin and Enchanted Forest Loops. Ocean vistas, 
rolling grassland, and a redwood forest. Bring water 
and lunch. Meet before 9:30 a.m. at Sears 41st Ave. 
Leader: Tom Davey, 331-8430.

u Massage Therapy

u Skin & Body Care

u All Natural Skin Care
Products

“Peace begins 
Well Within”

P R I V A T E SP A S & SA U N A S O V E R L O O K I N G

A JA P A N E S E G A R D E N

417 Cedar St . ,  Santa Cruz 831- 458-WELL.  
Visit our web site at www.wellwithinspa.com



Printed on recycled paper14 The Sierra Club 1 Ventana Chapter, Volume 49, Number 1, 2010

o u t i N g s

Saturday, April 10
Hike: biG basin to sea
This gorgeous 12-mile hike has an initial 400' climb, 
then it’s basically all downhill. We’ll hike the Skyline 
to the Sea Trail following the creek down to Berry 
Creek Falls for lunch, then continue down through 
the farming valley once belonging to Herbert 
Hoover’s brother, and ending up at Rancho del Oso. 
If there’s time, we can visit the Nature Center. Wear 
sturdy shoes and bring plenty of water and lunch. 
Heavy rain cancels. Call for time and place. Leader: 
Pamela Burnham, 428-2796.

Saturday, April 10
Hike: bluff camp
Let’s stay in Carmel Valley all the way up the River. 
We’ll drive up to Princess Camp in Cachagua, walk 
around the Los Padres Reservoir and follow the 
Creek, with one crossing, to Bluff Camp. 10 miles 
round trip with 600' elevation gain, partly in shaded 
areas at a moderate pace. Bring lunch and water, wear 
good shoes and bring hiking poles for the crossing. 
Bathing suit? Sorry, too early. But the flowers should 
be lovely. Meet at Mid Valley Shopping Center near 
the Chase Bank at 9:00 a.m. Please call for confirma-
tion. Leader: Anneliese Suter, 624-1467.

Sunday, April 11
Hike: soberanes creek/rockY riDGe
5-mile loop with 1700' elevation gain and great ter-
rain variety. We will follow the Soberanes Creek Trail 
into a sublime redwood grove, then climb steeply to 
grassy knolls for a spectacular view at lunch. There 
will be flowers! The descent will be along Rocky 
Ridge with more views. Boots highly recommended; 
hiking poles helpful. Bring water and lunch. Call for 
meeting location. Leader: DJ Goehring, 277-9908.

Sunday, April 11
WilDfloWer Hike: point lobos
Enjoy lovely spring wildflowers at Point Lobos and 
experience the new trailhead from Whalers Cabin to 
Ichxenta Point, just finished this year. Bring water 
and lunch, a camera, wear comfortable shoes and 
optional flower guide. We’ll walk in a circle around 
the Park, about 3 ½ miles. Meet at the park entrance 
station by the restrooms at 12:00 noon (park outside 
on the road). Santa Cruz carpoolers meet at Sears 
41st Ave. (no leader) at 11:00 a.m. Call me for info 
about carpooling. Leader: Phyllis Hilton, 372-1714.

Tuesday, April 13
senior Hike: paraDise park/rincon tr
We’re doing this hike in the spring this year. Many 
beautiful flowers in Paradise Park. We’ll walk a fire 
road to Hwy. 9 cross over to Rincon Trail then cross 
back to San Lorenzo River. 4 miles. Some steep 
uphill on fire road and up from the river. But you 

can do it!!!! Meet before 9:30 a.m. at Sears 41st Ave. 
To go direct, take Hwy. 9 to Paradise Park entrance 
(about 1+ mile from intersection of River & Hwy. 
1) Follow signs 1 mile to picnic grounds. Lunch at 
picnic area. Restrooms available. Bring water, lunch, 
$2 carpool. Leader: Pat Herzog, 458-9841.

Wednesday, April 14
Hike: toro countY park
This park can have the best show of wildflowers (es-
pecially lupine) in the area. 9-mile rugged but su-
premely rewarding loop using the Ollason, Toyon 
Ridge, Coyote Spring, and East Ridge Trails. Coast 
live oaks, eucalyptus, and California buckeye shade 
the beginning of the hike. After the ascent, from the 
crest of the ridge, you can see the Tularcitos Ridge 
and the Santa Lucia Range. To the northeast is Fre-
mont Peak. Along the trail cows can be seen enjoying 
the grasses. Bring lunch and water for a relaxing stop 
at the top of the peak. Meet at Sears 41st Ave. to car-
pool ($3) at 9:00 a.m. or at the back of the Deerpark 
parking area next to Rio Del Mar Blvd. at 9:15 a.m. 
We’ll park just inside the entrance to Toro County 
Park on the right in the shade for a 9:50 a.m. trail-
head start. Leader: Diane Cornell, 423-5925.

Thursday, April 15
Hike: Garzas creek
This is my favorite hike with its little meadow, hill-
sides of wildflowers, forests with woodrat nests, dark 
redwood canyon, and creek with young steelhead 
trout. We might find some Broomrape. 4½-mile 
loop with 800' elevation gain. Arrive early, depart at 
10:00 a.m. sharp from Rio Road Park & Ride. Bring 
water & lunch. Call for a reservation. Leader: Lynn 
Bomberger, 375-7777.

Saturday, April 17
Hike: ft orD public lanDs
This will be a wildflower effort of about 6-8 miles 
and maybe 1000-1500' elevation gain. I once again 
haven’t picked the route yet, so call me close to the 
date if you are concerned. Meet at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Mar Monte exit in Aptos to carpool. Leader: Nick 
Wyckoff 462-3101.

Sunday, April 18
Hike: pinnacles
A great wildflower hike. We’ll head over the hill and 
down the High Peaks to Chalone and return via the 
North Wilderness trail. A lesser-used route, this hike 
should give us even more solitude in an already unde-
rused park. 13 ½ miles, 2000' elevation gain. No rain 
cancellation! Meet at Deer Park Shopping Center at 
7:55 a.m. Monterey area call for carpool informa-
tion. Leader: John Howerton, 476-4253.

Wednesday, April 21
senior Hike: toro park
We’ll hike the Ollason Trail and hopefully see great 
wildflowers. 3 miles with one uphill section. Meet 
before 9:30 a.m. at Sears 41st Ave. or at Toro Park at 
the next to last parking lot near the bathrooms about 
10:40 a.m. Bring water, lunch, sit upon, and $4 car-
pool. Toro Park is off East Hwy. 68 between Mon-
terey and Salinas. Leader: Bev Meschi, 475-4185.

Saturday, April 24
Hike: pinnacles Harris peak
For adventurous and experienced hikers only, we will 
explore the northern “wilderness” region of Pinnacles 
National Monument and climb the park’s third high-
est peak, Harris Peak. Partly off-trail with some light 
bushwhacking. All day, leaving Salinas at 6:00 a.m. 
13 miles and 3500' elevation gain. Must call leader 
for further information and a reservation. Leader: 
Jack Glendening, 484-6929.

Sunday, April 25
Hike: biG basin to tHe sea
For a slightly delayed celebration of John Muir’s 
172nd birthday and Earth Day, please join us for this 
popular all-day car-free hike along the Sunset Trail 
route. We’ll take the Big Basin bus to get us to the 
park. Meet at the Santa Cruz Metro Center to catch 
the 8:30 a.m. bus for Big Basin. (The bus will NOT 
wait for stragglers). Please bring your favorite John 
Muir story or quote to share during lunch. We’ll end 
up at the mouth of Waddell Creek to catch the No. 
40 bus, arriving back in Santa Cruz at 5:55 p.m. The 
total distance is about 13 miles, but it is a moderate 
hike, what Muir would have called a “saunter.” Bring 
a good lunch, water, $3 for the bus, and boots that 
don’t give you blisters. Please call leader Peter Scott at 
423-0796 or drip@ucsc.edu to reserve a space. Lim-
ited to 20 people. NOTE: Do not plan to bring your 
car. It will only be an encumbrance.

Tuesday, April 27
senior Hike: WilDer
We’ll climb the Baldwin Loop 3½ miles with mod-
erately steep uphill and great ocean views. No rest-
room facilities, but we can stop at park entrance to 
use restrooms. Meet before 9:30 a.m. at Sears 41st 
Ave. or at Mission & King Sts. by Shen’s Gallery at 
9:50 a.m. To go direct, drive to first parking area past 

Quilted Fish sign on mountain side of Hwy. 1. Bring 
lunch, water, $3 carpool. Tick area. Bring Repellant. 
Leader: Brooke Ewoldsen, 475-6188.

Rates: $6 per line for Sierra Club members. 
Payment must accompany all ads. Make checks 
payable to: Sierra Club. Approx. 35 characters 
per line. Spaces and punctuation count as 
characters. Typewritten or computer-generated 
copy only.

OFF THE GRID CUSTOM CABIN ON 
13 ACRES with incredible views atop Carmel 
Valley. Rare opportunity to own this peaceful 
retreat property bordering the Ventana 
Wilderness. $395,000. Call Terry at Pacific 
Sun Properties. 831-471-2424 x 105. 
DRE# 01345228. 
Visit www.tassajara-ridge-retreat.com.

40+ PRIVATE ACRES AT THE TOP OF 
CARMEL VALLEY. Lovely canyon, valley & 
mountain views into the Ventana Wilderness. 
Level building bench & possible horse paddock. 
$199,000. Call Terry at Pacific Sun Properties. 
831-471-2424 x 105. DRE# 01345228.

DO YOUR KIDS WALK OR BIKE to school? 
Write the editor at dfbulger@cruzio.com.

C l a s s i F i e d
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Ventana Chapter
Mailing Address—The Ventana Chapter, P.O. Box 5667, Carmel, CA, 93921 

Email: chapter@ventana.sierraclub.org—Website: www.ventana.sierraclub.org

Chapter Executive Committee
Chapter Chair Rita Dalessio 16 Via Las Encinas Carmel Valley, CA 93924 659-7046
Treasurer Joel Weinstein 140 Carmel Riviera Dr. Carmel, CA 93923 625-5586
Other Members Julie Engell 331 Dry Creek Road Monterey, CA  920-2734
 Susan Van Stirum 26140 Zdan Road Carmel Valley, CA 93924 659-2091
 Ed Thornton 402 Watson Street #4 Monterey, CA 93940 224-4178
 Nicole Charles 2936 Yorktown Court, Marina, CA 93933              925-381-1982
 Dale Agron 26122 Carmel Knolls Dr. Carmel, CA 93923 624-3038
 David Kossack P.O. Box 268 Davenport, CA 95017 427-3733
 Marika Martin 1205A Otter Lane, Pacific Grove, CA 93950 233-2188
Admin Chair/Sec Mary Gale 25430 Telarana Way Carmel, CA 93923 626-3565
Coastal Chair 
Conservation Committee     
 Julie Engell 331 Dry Creek Road Monterey, CA  920-2734
 Steve Zmak 3200 Crescent Ave. Marina, CA 93933 883-4459
 Gillian Taylor 52 La Rancheria Carmel Valley, CA 93924 659-0298
Local Wilderness Committee
Chair Mike Splain P.O. Box 66882, Scotts Valley, CA 95067 359-2489
Computer Database
 Stephanie Kearns 740 30th Ave. #67 Santa Cruz, CA 95062 475-1308
NC/NRCC Reps
 George Jammal 601 Manzanita Ave. Felton, CA 95018 531-2909
 Patricia Matejcek P.O. Box 2067 Santa Cruz, CA 95063 761-3263
Political Compliance Chair
 George Jammal 601 Manzanita Ave. Felton, CA 95018 531-2909
Sierra Club Council
Delegate George Jammal 601 Manzanita Ave. Felton, CA 95018 531-2909
Alternate Rita Dalessio 16 Via Las Encinas Carmel Valley, CA 93924 659-7046
Transportation Committee
Chair Neil Agron 26122 Carmel Knolls Dr. Carmel, CA 93923 624-3038
Outings Chair
 Anneliese Suter 9500 Center St. #53 Carmel, CA 93923 624-1467
Membership Chair
 Judy Karas 60 Boronda Lane #7 Monterey, CA 93940 372-5762
Ventana Editor
 Debbie Bulger 1603 King Street Santa Cruz, CA 95060 457-1036
Pajaro River Committee
 Lois Robin robin@baymoon.com    861-464-1184

Santa Cruz County Group of the Ventana Chapter
Website: www.ventana.sierraclub.org

Mailing Address: Sierra Club, Santa Cruz Group, P.O. Box 604, Santa Cruz, CA 95061-0604
email: scscrg@cruzio.com

Executive Committee
Chair Aldo Giacchino 1005 Pelton Ave. Santa Cruz, CA 95060 460-1538
Vice Chair Kevin Collins P.O. Box 722 Felton, CA 95018 335-4196
Secretary 
Other members Kristen Raugust 454 Swanton Road Davenport, CA 95017 423-8566
 Charles Paulden 415 Palisades Ave. Santa Cruz, CA 95062 462-3423
 Paul Elerick 1960 Jennifer Dr. Aptos, CA 95003 688-2304
 Dennis Davie P.O. Box 651 Capitola, CA 95010 566-7447
 Patricia Matejcek P.O. Box 2067 Santa Cruz, CA 95063 761-3263
 Mark Sullivan 500 Chestnut,Ste 200 Santa Cruz, CA 95060 576-2619
 Mike Guth 2-2905 East Cliff Drive Santa Cruz, CA 95062 462-8270
Treasurer Aldo Giacchino 1005 Pelton Ave. Santa Cruz, CA 95060 460-1538
Conservation Chair
 Patricia Matejcek P.O. Box 2067 Santa Cruz, CA 95063 761-3263
Forestry Chair
 Dennis Davie P.O. Box 651 Capitola, CA 95010 566-7447
Outings Chair
 George Jammal 601 Manzanita Ave. Felton, CA 95018 531-2909
Transportation Chair
 Paul Elerick 1960 Jennifer Dr. Aptos, CA 95003 688-2304
Coastal Chair
 Patricia Matejcek P.O. Box 2067 Santa Cruz, CA 95063 761-3263
Water Chair
 Ken Reiller 990 Hecker Pass Rd. Watsonville, CA 95076 728-4046

m e e t i N g  s C h e d u l e
Ventana Chapter (Monterey County)
Information: 624-8032
Executive Committee:
First Thursday of the month; 
Call for meeting place and time
Conservation Committee:
For dates and times, call 655-8586.

Santa Cruz Regional Group
Executive Committee:
Second Wednesday of the month; 
Call 460-1538 for meeting place and time.
Conservation Committee: 
Call 761-3263 for meeting dates and times.
Forestry Task Force: 
Third Wednesday of the month, 7:30 p.m.; 
Call 566-7447 for meeting location.
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Th e elusive Fetid Adder’s Tongue (Scoliopus bigelovii) is one of spring’s fi rst fl owers. Milkmaid or Toothwort (Cardamine Californica) blooms early in spring.Th e elusive Fetid Adder’s Tongue (Scoliopus bigelovii) is one of spring’s fi rst fl owers.
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